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Abstract: The creation of the
Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO) in 1964 did not come in
vacuum or arbitrarily, but there
were many political and social
conditions led up to the creation of
the PLO. When the Palestinians
lost ther homeland Palestine in
1948, and became statdless, many
of them joined Arab nationalism
parties, which differed politically
and ideologically. The Palestinians
hoped that these Arab parties
would hep them to liberate
Palestine from Zionism, which was
successful in establishing a Jewish
home on historic Palestine.

The Palestinians thought that
joining these Arab parties was
something sacred and supreme,
therefore they did not think of
establishing their own political
entity. They also thought that Arab
nationalism is  superior  to
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Palestinian identity and Arab
nationalism is the shortest way to
liberating Palestine. The
Palestinian sSituation stayed this
way until 1959 when some Arab
regimes, primarily Egypt thought
seriously about establishing a
Palestinian political entity under
the auspices of the Arab League.
This endeavor by the Arabs
was not completely innocent. The
Arab regimes sensed that the
Palestinians were not going to wait
forever subservient to the Arabs.
The Palestinians at that time
started to establish some secret
organizations and movements in a
direct challenge of Arab regimes.
Such secret organizations were not
easy to manipulate and control and
these organizations might provoke
Israd to retaliate against the Arab
countries. Therefore, it was an
Arab interest to establish the PLO.
The gratefulness for the
creation of the PLO goes to Egypt
and its leader Jamal Abdul Nasser
and his nationalistic role to
convince many Arab regimes to
recognize the legitimacy of the
new Palestinian political entity, the
PLO. Gratitude also goes to
Ahmed al-Shukeery who took the
opportunity and established the
PLO based on the decision passed
by the Arab League in its meeting
in Cairo January 1964. Al-
Shukeery took the initiative and
implemented the Arab League
decison and transformed it into
reality unlike many Arab League
decisons which were kept on
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paper.
Arab and Palestinian positions

were very different toward the
establishment of the PLO. Some
accused al-Shukeery of working on
behalf of Egyptian interests and
agenda and not for the sake of
Palestinian cause. The Arab
contradictory attitudes toward the
PLO continued until 1968. Some
Arab  countries  were  fully
supportive of the PLO like Egypt,
Kuwait, and Algeria. Others like
Jordan were against it, and other
countries like Saudi Arabia hed
many reservations toward it.

It was unfortunate for the PLO
that its establishment came amid
Arab internal rivalries in the early
1960s and the PLO was drawn into
these Arab internal rifts. Therefore,
it was easy for many Arab regimes
to accuse the PLO behind many
attempted coups and conspiracy
against them. There were those
who bdieved that the boldness of
a-Shukeery and his charisma
pushed the PLO into many Arab
sharp rivalries which led to his
punishment in the Arab League
Summit after the disastrous 1967
June war and pressured him to
resign from the leadership of the
PLO.

One of the main conclusions of
this study is that al-Shukeery did
not resign voluntarily from the
leadership of the PLO, but he was
under extreme Arab pressure to do
so. One can argue that it was a
white coup within the PLO,
because member of the PLO
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Executive Committee who were Alaay) )
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